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dom. With each civil disobedience movement, unrest
spread over the wider areas and at key points its intensity
deepened.
There was, however, one essential feature which char-
acterized the unrest caused by the civil disobedience
movement. The unrest was always nonviolent in form.
Gandhi had insisted on nonviolence, for he aimed at
creating a mental rather than a physical condition.
While this was peculiar to the political philosophy
which he preached, the restraint which he imposed
upon the masses was somewhat unnatural. The non-
violence of the people was ersatz.
In 1942, this position changed Taking advantage of
Gandhi's remarks on the August resolution, when he
said that every Indian should henceforth behave as if
he were a free man, this restraint was for the first time
lost. Gandhi maintained that he gave no license for
violence and that his remarks were always intended to
be within the limitations of nonviolence, which was
still "the breath of his life." But the people appeared
to prefer their own more flexible interpretation of his
words and regarded themselves free to give physical vent
to their pent-up feelings.
The years that followed 1942, therefore, saw the tran-
sition in the mass mind from nonviolence to violence.
There appeared to be greater sympathy in the country
for direct action with violence than without. Beneath
the main political current which ran along nonviolent
though revolutionary lines, was a faster undercurrent
which showed signs of overreaching the Congress and
the Moslem League, of going beyond Gandhi and non-
violence.
At first, concurrently with the force of the nonviolent
resistance, this undercurrent of violence was directed